
 
Sujata Srivastava 
Principal, Strategic Economics  
 
Sujata Srivastava is a Principal at Strategic Economics, and a core staff member of the Center for Transit Oriented 
Development (CTOD). She specializes in economic development, real estate market analysis, and fiscal impact analysis, with a 
particular focus on the economics of TOD and infill development.  Ms. Srivastava has led the firm in developing new 
methodologies for estimating housing and employment demand near transit, as well as measuring fiscal and economic 
benefits of compact development.  
 
Her recent projects include a TOD market study for the Knowledge Corridor in Connecticut and Massachusetts; an economic 
development plan for the East San Francisco Bay Region; and a neighborhood economic revitalization strategy in New Orleans. 
As a core staff person for the Center for Transit-Oriented Development, Ms. Srivastava has conducted national research on 
TOD, and recently authored two white papers for the Federal Transit Administration on the topic of transit and economic 
development.   
 
Ms. Srivastava holds a Master’s degree in City and Regional Planning from the University of California at Berkeley. She 
received her B.A. from Mount Holyoke College. She is a fluent Spanish speaker, and is proficient in Hindi and Portuguese. Ms. 
Srivastava serves on the Board of Directors for Datacenter, a nonprofit organization that promotes social justice through 
strategic research, training, and collaborations. 
 

David McCarthy  
Senior Project Manager, Connecticut Office, Jonathan Rose Companies 
 
McCarthy has managed multiple mixed-income, transit-oriented developments in Connecticut through all phases of the 
development process, with particular expertise in development financing and feasibility analysis.  He is a LEED accredited 
professional and holds a master’s degree in City and Regional Planning from the University of Pennsylvania. 
 
Mr. McCarthy is currently engaged in pre-development activities for two mixed-income, transit-oriented developments in 
Connecticut and his recent projects include:  Chamberlain Heights, a 124-unit rehabilitation of public housing in Meriden, CT 
and Metro Green Residences, a 50-unit mixed-income, transit-oriented development in Stamford, CT.   Mr. McCarthy was also 
project manager of the Market Analysis for Transit Oriented Development in the Region’s Bus Rapid Transit and Rail Corridors 
for the Knowledge Corridor. 

 
Stephanie Pollack 
Associate Director of Research, Dukakis Center for Urban and Regional Policy,  
Northeastern University 
 
Stephanie Pollack is Associate Director of the Kitty & Michael Dukakis Center for Urban and Regional Policy, overseeing the 
Center’s research agenda as well as conducting her own research projects in the areas of transportation policy, transit-
oriented development, sustainability and equitable development. Pollack is also on the core faculty for the School of Public 
Policy and Urban Affairs, teaching courses to graduate students in the Law, Policy and Society program and teaching and 
supervising internships for the Master of Urban and Regional Policy program. Her courses include Strategizing Public Policy, 
Introduction to Law and Legal Reasoning, Housing Policy and Transportation Policy. 
 
Pollack is active in public policy issues affecting transportation, sustainable development and the environment in 
Massachusetts. She co-chaired Governor Deval Patrick’s 2006 transition working group on transportation and served on 
Boston Mayor Thomas M. Menino’s Climate Action Leadership Committee in 2009-2010. She currently serves on the boards 
of Boston Society of Architects, Charles River Watershed Association, Health Resources in Action and MoveMass. 
 
Before coming to Northeastern in 2004, Pollack was a senior executive and attorney at the Conservation Law Foundation, 
New England’s leading environmental advocacy organization. During her two-decade career at CLF, Pollack worked on issues 
including transportation and transit policy, smart growth and sustainable development and childhood lead poisoning. From 
2004 through 2010 she was also a partner in the strategic environmental consulting firm BlueWave Strategies LLC, where she 
advised clients on smart growth, transit-oriented development and other “green” real estate projects. 
 
Pollack received both a BS in Mechanical Engineering and a BS in Public Policy from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 
and a JD from Harvard Law School. 

http://strategiceconomics.com/about/staff-3/sujata-srivastava-principal/
http://ctod.org/
http://ctod.org/
http://www.rosecompanies.com/


 

David Fink  
Policy Director, Partnership for Strong Communities 
 
David Fink is the Policy Director for the Partnership for Strong Communities. In this role, he is the staff director of the 
HOMEConnecticut campaign which is charting solutions to the shortage of housing affordable to workers, young 
professionals, families and others across the state. David also coordinates outreach and education activities. 
 
He has testified before the U.S. Senate Banking Committee and the Connecticut General Assembly on how housing creation 
relates to transportation policy and community development, and has spoken at conferences and written extensively on 
developing community support and strategic communications. 
 
David comes to the housing field from the worlds of journalism and government. He spent 25 years as a newspaper reporter, 
editor and opinion writer for five newspapers, including USA Today, the St. Louis Post-Dispatch, The Boston Herald-American 
and The Hartford Courant, where he served as a legislative correspondent, government editor and associate editor of the 
editorial page.  David left The Courant in 2001 to serve as press secretary for the Speaker of the state House of 
Representatives in the Connecticut General Assembly. He joined The Partnership in January 2004. 
 
He graduated from the State University of New York with a B.A. in political science and received a masters degree in 
journalism from Ohio State University.  

 

Shelby Mertes 
Chief Policy Analyst, Partnership for Strong Communities 
 
Shelby Mertes is the Partnership's Chief Policy Analyst.  Shelby helps a wide variety of people understand problems and 
solutions related to homelessness and the lack of affordable housing in Connecticut. His duties include shaping state and 
federal policy proposals and advocacy strategy, mobilizing grassroots support for housing and homelessness funding and 
legislation, public speaking and networking with a wide variety of constituencies, organizing events, and producing email, 
web and print communications. 
 
Before joining the Partnership in 2001, Shelby spent a few years in education, in various teaching, tutoring and special 
education roles, and completed graduate work at Central Connecticut State University to become certified to teach middle- 
and high school social studies. He also holds a B.A. in political science and psychology from the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign.  

 

Bruce Hyde 
Land Use Educator, University of Connecticut Center for Land Use Education and Research 
 
Bruce Hyde is a Land Use Educator for the University of Connecticut’s Center for Land Use Education and Research 
(CLEAR). He is primarily responsible for coordinating the Land Use Academy, which provides basic training for local land 
use commissioners. In addition, he provides technical assistance to communities in a variety of areas including reviewing 
land use regulations, affordable housing education and community outreach. 
 
Bruce is an AICP certified planner who has worked in the planning field for over 30 years. He has served in a wide variety 
of positions including city planner, regional planner, private sector consultant and local planning commissioner. He has a 
B.S. in Economics from Lehigh University and a M.S. in Natural Resource Planning from the University of Vermont. 

 

 

 


