
 

 

October 17, 2013   Contact: David Fink, Policy Director 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE   860/244-0066, 860/202-7418 

 

Connecticut’s Housing: Too Expensive, Too Scarce 
HousingInCT2013 Reports Homelessness Rising, More Renting 

 
Connecticut has the nation’s sixth most expensive median monthly housing costs, and the 
country’s eighth most expensive home values, according to HousingInCT2013, The 
Partnership for Strong Communities’ annual assessment of the statewide housing market. 

 
According to the report, released today, Connecticut suffers from a severe lack of affordable housing: 
 

• The state is 50th in units built per capita between 2003 and 2012.  
• The state’s wealth disparity is second only to New York’s, which drives up the prices of housing 

for low- and moderate-income households.  
• Lack of supply and high prices have contributed to a 10% rise in homelessness since 2010.  
• Two in five Connecticut households – half of renters and a third of owners – spend more than 

30% of their income on housing; 120,000 of the households that rent make half the state’s 
median income, and spend an unsustainable half of that on rent.  

• Connecticut households are increasingly turning to the rental market: 33.1%, up from 32.6% in 
2011, and 30% in 2006. The market has begun to respond: a 30% increase in building permits 
for 5+-unit buildings. 

• Median home values have dropped from $278,000 in 2011 to $268,000.  
 

“The problems in the housing markets are so significant that inaction is not an option,” said 
Betsy Crum, executive director of Connecticut Housing Coalition. “We have the tools and 
resources to create strong, vibrant communities with room for everyone, regardless of income, 
and we owe it to our state to work together toward that goal.” 
 
While federal support for affordable housing has declined, Gov. Dannel P. Malloy and the 
General Assembly have provided significant new financing for the preservation of existing 
affordable housing, the construction of new homes to serve low-to-moderate-income individuals 
and families, and the creation of additional supportive housing for those experiencing 
homelessness. 
 
Meanwhile, a growing number of municipal officials understand how the housing market has 
changed, and the state is helping them respond to residents’ demands for denser housing. How 
quickly and effective those responses occur will determine whether Connecticut provides the 
array of housing choices needed by all its residents, including those of low or moderate income. 
 
“The numbers don’t lie,” said David Fink, policy director of The Partnership for Strong 
Communities. “Housing is the foundation of opportunity. When so many households lack an 
adequate, affordable home, they hit an economic dead end. And that’s not just bad for them. It’s 
bad for the state’s economy, for its future and, thus, for all of us.” 
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