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PRESS RELEASE 
 

Hourly Wage of $23.22 Needed to Afford Modest 
Two-Bedroom Apartment in the State1

Stamford-Norwalk Region Third Most Expensive in Nation 
 

At $23.22 an hour, Connecticut continues to outpace other states with one of the highest “housing 
wage,” according to a national report issued today by the Connecticut Housing Coalition in coordination 
with the National Low Income Housing Coalition.   This “housing wage” is the amount a person must 
earn to afford a typical two-bedroom apartment, without spending more than 30% of total household 
income on housing costs.  Connecticut ranks eighth among the 50 states, Washington, DC and Puerto 
Rico on the housing wage scale.    
 

Out of Reach 2013:  America’s Forgotten Housing Crisis, the National Low Income Housing Coalition’s 
annual report, concludes that full-time work does not provide enough income for many Connecticut 
families to afford even modest housing.  In fact, a person earning the state’s minimum wage of $8.25 
per hour must work nearly three full-time jobs (or a total of 113 hours per week) to pay the statewide 
fair market rent of $1,208 per month for a two-bedroom apartment.  To afford that two-bedroom 
apartment, an individual or household must earn $4,025 a month or $48,304 annually. 
 

The Connecticut Housing Coalition compared the Out of Reach conclusions with Connecticut 
Department of Labor’s 2011 data for occupational wages in the state. They found that more than half 
of the state’s jobs do not, on average, provide an income sufficient to afford a modest two-bedroom 
apartment – including school bus drivers, computer operators, construction laborers, food service 
workers, machinists, mental health counselors, nursing aides, emergency medical technicians and 
paramedics, cooks, pre-school teachers, police and fire dispatchers, security guards, office workers, 
retail salespersons, reporters and bank tellers.   
 

Among the report’s other findings: 
 The Stamford-Norwalk metropolitan area is the third most expensive rental market in the entire 

country, having a “housing wage” of $31.69 an hour—behind only the Honolulu and San Francisco 
markets.  Stamford-Norwalk surpasses New York City and Westchester County as well as Orange 
County, California. 

 Almost two-thirds of all renters in Connecticut cannot afford their apartment.  
 The state’s combined non-metropolitan areas are also costly.  The more rural regions of Connecticut 

rank as the nation’s fifth least affordable for renters (with a housing wage of $19.51).  
 

 

(Please see the attached charts for more Connecticut-specific details.) 
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“The Out of Reach report finds that 62% of all renters in Connecticut, or 262,121 households, cannot 
reasonably afford a two-bedroom apartment at the fair market rent,” said Betsy Crum, Executive 
Director of the Connecticut Housing Coalition. “This is a shocking number.  Tens of thousands of the 
people who make our state great cannot really afford to live here.” 
 

“Fortunately, we have a Governor and legislative leaders who continue to understand the importance of 
investing in affordable housing,” said Crum.  “The recently-created Department of Housing and the 
significant resources pledged to build, renovate and preserve affordable and supportive housing, are 
precisely the right responses at this time.” 
 
Governor Malloy’s budget proposal includes a continued commitment to increase in the state's 
investment in affordable housing by adding $217.5 million over the biennium to renovate and create 
affordable and supportive housing.  The funding expands the work initiated in the last biennium, 
bringing the total investment to housing creation and renovation to nearly $500 million since he took 
office. 
 
“High quality housing leads to stable families, thriving children and vibrant neighborhoods,” said Crum. 
“At the Connecticut Housing Coalition, we hear every day from families who lack housing, and Out of 
Reach 2013 shows that we are still very, very far away from providing for this most fundamental of 
needs.” 
 
The new report provides a snapshot of rental housing affordability across the country.  The Connecticut 
release of Out of Reach breaks down rental housing costs by each of the state’s metropolitan areas.  
Rental figures are determined by U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development for apartments 
of moderate quality.  
 

#     #     # 

The Connecticut Housing Coalition, which is releasing Out of Reach in the state, provides education and advocacy 

on housing issues.  Its membership includes over 250 organizations across Connecticut concerned about affordable 

housing—including nonprofit development corporations, social service agencies, resident associations, and diverse 

other housing advocates and providers. 

 

The National Low Income Housing Coalition (NLIHC) is a membership organization that educates, organizes, and 

advocates for safe, decent, affordable housing for impoverished Americans.  NLIHC provides low-income people, 

housing organizations, advocates and activists with the tools they need to carry out their own efforts to achieve 

these same goals. 

 

 

 The full Out of Reach report is available at http://nlihc.org/oor/2013.  

 The 2011 Connecticut Department of Labor report on occupational wages is available at 

http://www1.ctdol.state.ct.us/lmi/wages/oes_statewide.pdf  

 

 

 

 

                                                 
1
 Out of Reach annual numbers should not be compared to previous calculations as the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 

Development (HUD) continues to update its methodology.  In particular, HUD began to use five-year American Community Survey 

averages instead of 2000 Census data to calculate base rents in 2012. 
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