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Housing Affordability: Mixed Bag
 � The Malloy Administration’s nearly $600 million investment in housing initiatives has 

resulted in significant production of affordable and supportive housing, with funds from 
the Department of Housing and the Connecticut Housing Finance Authority contributing 
to over 1,700 units of new and rehabilitated affordable housing coming online in 2013 
and 2014.4 Nearly 3,000 more affordable units are in the pipeline.4

 � Renters making less than 50% of the area median income (AMI) and spending more than 
half on housing rose to 28% in 2012 from 27% from 2011.2 69% of households making 
less than 30% of AMI spent over 50% of their income on housing in 2012.2 

 � All households spending more than 30% of their income on housing fell to 37.5% in 2013 
from 39.4% in 2012.1 Renters spending more than 30% remained at 49%.1

 � Connecticut’s “housing wage” – what one must earn to afford a typical 2-bedroom 
apartment in the state – is still 8th highest in the nation at $23.02/hour.2

 � Median monthly housing costs remained 6th highest, though falling slightly to $1,337 in 
2013 from $1,352 in 2012.1 Median gross rent rose to $1,040/month in 2013 from $1,019 
in 2012, remaining 10th in the nation.1

 � Median home values remained the 8th highest in the U.S. at $260,000.1 

Homelessness: Progress
 � From 2012 to 2013, there was a 10% decrease in single adults experiencing chronic 

homelessness, down to 2,695 individuals in 2013 compared to 3,006 in 2012.3

 � Annual HMIS data indicate that people in 11,026 households experienced homelessness in 
2013, a 4% decline from 2012.3 

 � Homelessness among veterans declined by 6%, dropping from 1,064 veterans in 2012 to 
1,001 in 2013.3 Chronic homelessness among veterans went down 13% to 239 in 2013.3 

 � 2,440 children in 1,348 families used shelters and transitional housing programs in 2013. 
Children comprised 18% of those living in shelters and transitional housing programs.3

Rental Housing: Growing Demand
 � 34% of all households rented in 2013, up from 33% in 2012 and 30% in 2007.1

 � New multifamily units in buildings of 5 or more units tripled to 2,268 between 2013 and 
2011, accounting for 42% of new housing units authorized by building permits in 2013.1

 � Average household size rose to 2.6 from 2.55 in 20081, indicating that housing costs and 
economic uncertainty may be slowing new household formation.

Income Inequality: Widening
 � Connecticut’s income inequality continued to grow: the Gini coefficient – where 0 signifies 

all have the same income and 1 indicates that one person has all the income – rose to 
0.4994 from 0.4915 in 2012 and 0.48 in 2009, second highest among the 50 states.1

 � In 2013, the share of all income fell for the bottom 80% of Connecticut residents – to 
47% from 48% in 2012 – but rose for the top 20% and particularly the top 5%, where 
the mean household income was $497,317.1

Sources: 1. U.S. Census Bureau; 2. National Low Income Housing Coalition; 3. CT Homelessness 
Management Information System; 4. State of Connecticut Department of Housing 


