
        
 
 

Strengthening Communities: 
Resources 

The resources listed below on strengthening communities do not encompass everything – that would be impossible.  
It is a collection of practical resources and thought-provoking ideas.  If there are any articles, organizations or other 
resources you’d like to see listed here, please recommend them by emailing Shelby Mertes at 
shelby@pschousing.org.   
 
Jan 29 IForum “What Makes A Strong Community?” – connect with our speakers: 

• Kaid Benfield – Natural Resources Defense Council.  Bio and Blog   
• Leslie Creane – Town of Hamden, CT   
• Lee Cruz – Community Foundation for Greater New Haven 

Chatham Square Neighborhood, New Haven  
Fair Haven Traffic Calming Study  

• Mario Cruz, Marina Rodriguez – Smalley Academy, New Britain, CT 
• Andrea Pereira – Local Initiatives Support Corporation (LISC), CT Statewide Program 

 
Regional Concerns – Housing Integration, Gentrification, Mobility, Choice 
 
Disinvestment in a neighborhood or community is often related to how a region’s real estate market and other 
factors affect the available choices of where people live.  Changing these patterns is an important element in 
revitalization, but there are many viewpoints on the best policies to use. 
 
For a baseline understanding of housing market trends and affordability in Connecticut, see the Partnership for 
Strong Communities report HousingInCT2012. 
 
CT Fair Housing Center and the Kirwan Center have produced research and maps showing geographic relationships 
between household income, subsidized housing, education, jobs, transit and more. It’s a helpful conversation starter 
on the relationship between housing choice and opportunity. 
Connecticut Opportunity Mapping Initiative: Results and Resource Materials 
 
Among many problems caused by segregated living patterns… 
 

Health Inequity: 
Unsorting Our Cities – Mindy Fullilove.  Shelterforce, Spring 2012. 
Housing and Health: New Opportunities for Dialogue and Action –  
National Center for Healthy Housing, July 2012. 
 

Education Achievement Gap: 
Housing & Educational Success: Closely Connected – Partnership for Strong Communities, February 2012. 
(Notice the spiral: segregation causes achievement gap, which perpetuates more segregation) 
 
Unfortunately, conversations often debate between helping low-income households move from lower-opportunity 
to higher-opportunity neighborhoods vs. improving the lower-opportunity neighborhoods.   
We actually need both. 
Can We Stay, Can We Go? A Discussion on Displacement, Mobility and Concentration of Poverty –  
Miriam Axel-Lute.  Rooflines, The Shelterforce Blog, 3/29/11 
 
Many city residents fear “revitalization” efforts because in some places they have priced people out of their 
neighborhoods and disrupted family and social networks. 
‘My Brooklyn’ Tells a Story of Gentrification and Loss – Sarah Goodyear.  The Atlantic Cities, 1/3/13. 
 
To make neighborhoods attractive to the market, and still meet the needs of current residents, we may need zoning 
and other policies to keep people from being priced out.  One answer, learning from Brooklyn, could be to make 
sure that overall housing supply increases at the same time. 
Brooklyn’s Affordability Crisis Is No Accident – Stephen Smith.  The Atlantic Cities, 1/16/13 
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Kaid Benfield also expresses confidence we can foster cities “capable of attracting new residents with incomes that 
can strengthen the tax base and support new economic activity, while at the same time being strong and hospitable 
enough to hold on to existing residents.” 
Is Gentrification Always Bad for Revitalizing Neighborhoods? – Kaid Benfield.  The Atlantic Cities, 10/19/11. 
 
There is an interesting debate in the realm of housing and community development on how much affordable 
housing is appropriate for a neighborhood.  Low-income people living there need affordable housing, and there’s a 
need to rehab blighted properties, but too much subsidized housing in a neighborhood may concentrate poverty 
there and impede revival. 
Notes on Structural Change: Redefining the Problem of Weak Markets 
And 
The Right Interventions to Restore Confidence in Weak Markets 
Charles Buki & Elizabeth Humphrey Schilling. Planetizen, Jan/Feb 2010. 
 
Housing Policy Should Be About People, Not Product – Alan Mallach.  Shelterforce, 7/25/11. 
 
Building Market Value in Weak-Market Places 
 
In the work of revitalizing places, there are no silver bullets.  All places are different, and change requires analysis 
and coordination of many efforts.  The most successful efforts seem to be those that look closely at data on their 
real estate market to target resources and tailor approaches by neighborhood or block-by-block.  Strategic 
revitalization also involves comprehensive, integrated work across agencies or policy areas. 
 
Local Initiatives Support Corporation (LISC)’s Building Sustainable Communities strategy combines five major 
implementation areas: Housing; Increasing Family Income & Wealth; Economic Development; Quality Education; and 
Healthy Environments & Lifestyles. 
 
LISC has also created the Institute for Comprehensive Community Development to advance the field, and has a 
wealth of toolkits, handbooks, success stories and more. 
 
Building a Better Urban Future: New Directions for Housing Policies in Weak Market Cities –  
Alan Mallach, National Housing Institute, June 2005. 
 
Great Neighborhoods, Great City – David Boehlke, 2004 
http://www.fallcreekconsultants.com/documents/Great%20Neighborhoods%20Great%20Cities%202004.pdf 
 
Fall Creek Consultants – Resources on Marketing Places and Neighborhood Strategies 
http://www.fallcreekconsultants.com/resources.php 
 
Blight & Vacancy to Productivity 
 
Community land banks and land trusts can accept donated or low-cost properties in need of redevelopment, and 
prepare them for rehab or redevelopment.  It can be a vehicle to get properties improved and occupied, such as 
bank foreclosures, or those foreclosed upon by municipalities due to nonpayment of taxes or fines. 

The Untapped Potential of Land Bank/Land Trust Partnerships – John Emmeus Davis, Rooflines: The Shelterforce 

Blog, 10/31/12. 
Community Land Trusts in Atlanta, GA: A Central Server Model – HUD USER Edge Magazine, 11/23/12. 
 
Campaign to Take Back Vacant Land – Philadelphia. 
 
Center for Community Progress – Turning Vacant Spaces Into Vibrant Places 
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Resident Engagement / Community Planning 
 
Participation and buy-in by local residents is critical to developing the best solutions, knowing what there’s a desire 
or market for, facilitating socioeconomic mixing as revitalization occurs, and ensuring the local residents benefit fully 
from the change happening in their neighborhood.  But, some municipalities worry that this high-democracy 
approach could bog down or get disorganized.  Fortunately, the last several years have seen development and 
refinement of great approaches for harnessing the ideas and wishes of residents. 
 
The Partnership for Strong Communities has produced a 13-minute video featuring five Connecticut communities 
that have involved their residents to create great plans, zoning and development.  These processes resulted in fewer 
disagreements, better plans, learning by everyone, and renewed optimism. 
Idea Factories: Residents Shaping the Future of Their Towns  
 
Bristol is using online crowdsourcing to collect creative ideas on what will be built in their downtown, and to assess 
the market demand certain retail or housing to be created. 
Bristol Rising  
 
“Regular” people can not only guide what gets developed, but with crowdfunding they can finance it as well. 
The Real Estate Deal That Could Change The Future of Everything – Emily Badger, The Atlantic Cities, 11/19/12. 
 
Deep Democracy Is Not Meetings That Last Forever: Community Development Next – Xavier de Sousa Briggs & J. 
Phillip Thompson, Investing in What Works for America’s Communities. 
 
Abundant Community – Awakening the Power of Families and Neighborhoods 
 
More Ideas and Info 
 
In no particular order, resources and clever approaches used elsewhere… 
 
US Dept. of Housing & Urban Development (HUD), Office of Policy Development & Research (PD&R): 
HUD USER 
The Edge, an online magazine 
 
This book and related website amass a remarkable amount of brainpower from practitioners, academia and policy – 
Investing in What Works for America’s Communities.   
 
Neighborworks America is a network of organizations nationwide creating affordable housing and improving 
neighborhoods.  A wealth of information here.   
 
One solution for low-value properties could be to add functional uses to earn money or save money for the owner… 
TEDxTalk: How Rooftop Farming Will Change How We Eat – Mohamed Hage, 5/13/12.  
Solar- and Geothermal-Powered Guthrie Green Park Replaces Old Truck Loading Facility in Tulsa –  
Bridgette Meinhold, inhabitat.com, 11/1/12.  
 
Attracting young adults and involving them in local decision-making can breathe life into a city. 
Young Energetic Solutions (YES) is helping people in their 20s and 30s involved in fostering communities where 
young people want to live.   
See our 2012 IForum on how communities can keep and attract young professionals. 
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