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Open Communities Alliance is a new 
Connecticut-based civil rights non-
profit that is developing an urban-
suburban interracial coalition to 
advocate for access to opportunity, 
particularly through promoting 
affordable housing development in 
thriving communities. 

OPEN COMMUNITIES ALLIANCE 
Embracing Diversity to Strengthen Connecticut 
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 Counseling assistance 
 
 For people using government housing subsidies 
 
 Interested in moving to higher resource areas 
 
Designed to overcome barriers faced in making such 

moves 
 

Mobility counseling is about choice and should go 
hand in hand with efforts to bring opportunity to 
struggling communities. 
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WHAT IS MOBILITY COUNSELING 



THE EVIDENCE THAT ACCESS TO OPPORTUNITY 
MATTERS GROWS EVERY DAY 
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- Due to the legacy of 
segregation, 48% of Blacks 
lived in the poorest quarter of 
neighborhoods for the last two 
generations compared to 7% of 
Whites. 

 
- Two generation exposure to 

poor neighborhoods has a 
dramatic impact on 
educational performance. 
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 Patrick Sharkey: 

Stuck in Place 



Heather Schwartz Study 
 
Low income children who move 
to mixed income areas cut the 
achievement gap in half over a 
5-7 year period. 
 

HOUSING POLICY IS SCHOOL POLICY 
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 Gautreaux – Chicago  1976-1998 (more than 25,000 
families over 22 years) 

 The MTO Demonstration  1994 (over 850 families) 
 Baltimore  (Thompson) 1994 (over 2500 families) 
 Dallas (Walker) 1990 (1367 families) 
 Voluntary programs - Chicago and others (mid 1990’s to the 

present) (Chicago - 3500 families) 

MOBILITY COUNSELING  
AROUND THE COUNTRY 
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 Various Studies of Mobility Counseling 
have shown improvements in: 
 Health, especially for girls 
 Educational outcomes 
 Feeling of safety 
 

 Moving To Opportunity – HUD 
Experiment in 5 Cities 
 Some pretty good outcomes, but some 

concerns attributed to flaws in the design 
and analysis of the study itself and 
variations due to different environments 
in different cities. 
 When adjustments are made for, these 

issues, researchers, like Sharkey found 
meaningful outcomes resulting from 
mobility moves. 

 

THE EVIDENCE 
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LONG TERM ANALYSIS OF MTO:  
CHETTY ET AL. 

Outcomes for children who 
moved before age 13: 
 
 Girls were 26% less likely to 

become single parents 
 
 Greater chance of going to 

college, and a higher quality 
college 

 
 30% higher income 
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We estimate that [a move] 
out of public housing to a 
low-poverty area when 
young (at age 8 on 
average) using an MTO-
type experimental voucher 
will increase the child’s 
total lifetime earnings by 
about   $302,000.  

Second Chetty et al. study showed that the longer a child can be in 
a lower poverty area the greater the positive outcomes. 
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TENANT-BASED HOUSING CHOICE VOUCHERS 

CT Housing Choice Voucher Holders by Location and Minority Status (by tracts) 
 

Voucher Holder Race/Ethnicity % Voucher Holders in Disproportionately 
Minority Areas 

% Voucher Holders in High Poverty  Areas 

Geographical Area of the State 5.8% 10.5% 
All Voucher Holders 83% 79% 
Minority Voucher Holders 92% 85.5% 
Non-Hispanic White Voucher Holders 62% 65%  

 

Minority Voucher Holders 
 
White Voucher Holders 

Source: 2015 CT Analysis of Impediments 
to Fair Housing Choice 

        



 Program incentives and practices 
 
 Housing stock location 
 
 Discrimination 
 
 Need to educate landlords about program benefits 
 
 Full information on the availabil ity of units 
 
 Full information on neighborhood benefits, transportation and 

other services 
 
 Racial blind spots 
 
 Concern about being accepted  

WHY ARE PARTICIPANTS IN GOVERNMENT  
HOUSING SUBSIDY PROGRAMS LIVING  

PRIMARILY IN CERTAIN AREAS? 
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 CT has had a mobility counseling program since 2002. 
 It has helped many families, but not produced the integration 

results associated with strong mobility counseling programs. 
 This is largely due to lower funding levels and outdated 

definitions of a successful move. 
 

MOBILITY IN CT 

Mobility Participants Remaining in  
Town of Origin 

City % Participants Staying 

Bridgeport 88% 

Hartford 68% 

New Haven 82% 

89% of CT mobility 
moves are to areas that 
are disproportionately 
minority (30% minority 
or greater). 
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 Recent papers by Raj Chetty et  al .  at  Harvard: http://www.equality -of -
opportunity.org/index.php/papers 

 
 Choice: Practical Strategies for Building a Successful Housing Mobility 

Program (2013):  http://www.prrac.org/pdf/ExpandingChoice.pdf 
 
 Poverty and Race July/August 2013 Mobil ity Issue: 

http://prrac.org/pdf/SharkeyForum7_9_13.pdf.   
 
 New Homes, New Neighborhoods, New Schools -  A Progress Report on 

the Balt imore Housing Mobil ity Program (2009):  
http://www.prrac.org/pdf/BaltimoreMobil ityReport .pdf  

 
 Dear Youth of Balt imore: We see your incredible promise, Stefanie 

Deluca: http://tcf.org/blog/detail/dear-baltimore-youth-we-see-your-
incredible-promise 
 
 

 

RESOURCES 
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