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An Invisible Population
Homeless youth are an invisible population. They are difficult to count and they are disconnected from their communities. 

No one knows how many there are—probably millions nationwide, and thousands in our state.

Based upon the very limited data we do have, approximately 3,000 homeless students are enrolled in Connecticut’s 
schools and there were 1,000 additional instances of youth fleeing from the care of the Department of Children 
and Families.1

Youth and children on the streets face particular dangers, such 
as drugs, violence, sexual exploitation, and trafficking.

•	 Over 100 kids were reported to DCF as victims of 
prostitution in the last two years.2

•	 They are 2 to 3 times more likely to be assaulted or 
raped, 7 times more likely to die from AIDS, and 16 times 
more likely to be diagnosed with HIV than the general youth 
population.3

•	 Research shows a high prevalence of depression, suicide 
initiations, and other mental health and substance abuse 
disorders among youth who are homeless.4

What We Are Doing To End Youth Homelessness
The Reaching Home Campaign is focused on ending homelessness among youth as part of its development of 
the Opening Doors-CT blueprint.

The Runaway and Homeless Youth Workgroup of the Reaching Home Campaign seeks to understand the scope of 
these children and youth’s experience and solve the problem. 

To do this, we must:

•	 Develop a methodology for identifying unaccompanied homeless youth and defining their needs.
•	 Create a responsive delivery system for youth that connects them to the housing and supports they need.
•	 Prevent youth homelessness by incentivizing the creation of service-supported affordable housing for families and 

improving discharge planning for youth aging out of foster care.
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Experts believe that providing 
timely and direct interventions 

to homeless and runaway 
youth is important to protect 
them from the risks of living 
on the streets and to support 
positive youth development.5

Vulnerable with nowhere to turn but the streets 
Homeless youth have nowhere to turn but the streets, where they cannot meet the basic necessities of life on their own. 
Unique barriers prevent them from reaching out for services that could help them and existing adult shelters and homeless 
programs are not designed with their needs in mind. 

The consequences are real. 
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