
 

 

Regional Plan Association –4th Regional Plan Preparation November 20 Forum – Speaker Bios 

Joan Carty, President and Chief Executive Officer, Housing Development Fund  
Since taking the helm of the Housing Development Fund in 1994, Ms. Carty has grown its funding pools from $8.5 
million to more than $120 million. Throughout her career she has established relationships with private lenders, 
government funding sources and corporate and foundation donors. In 1989, she served on the committee that 
developed the concept for the Housing Development Fund, known then as Stamford Development Fund.  

Joan is currently serving her second term on the Federal Home Loan Bank of Boston’s (FHLBB) Board of Directors and is 
Chair of the Housing and Community Development Committee for the FHLBB.  As a board member of FHLBB, Joan 
engaged in expanding their Affordable Housing Program funding to include revolving loan funds as an eligible use of 
funds.  Joan is also a member of the Boards of the Housing Partnership Network and the CT Housing Trust Fund. Ms. 
Carty holds her Bachelor’s degree from the College of New Rochelle, an M.S. in urban affairs from Hunter College, and 
a J.D. from Fordham University. 

Emil Frankel, Visiting Scholar at the Bipartisan Policy Center, former Commissioner, CT Department of 
Transportation and Assistant Secretary for Transportation Policy, U.S. Department of Transportation 
Emil H. Frankel is a an independent consultant on transportation policy and public management issues, and a 
Distinguished Professor of Practice at The George Washington University’s Trachtenberg School of Public Policy and 
Public Administration. He is a Visiting Scholar at the Bipartisan Policy Center (BPC) in Washington, DC, a Senior Fellow at 
the Eno Center for Transportation, and a Senior Advisor of Crosswater Realty Advisors. Previously, he served as BPC’s 
director of transportation policy. Frankel was Assistant Secretary for Transportation Policy of the U.S. Department of 
Transportation from 2002 to 2005 and played a key role in the coordination and development of the Administration’s 
proposal to reauthorize the Federal highway, transit, and highway safety programs. He also provided policy leadership in 
such areas as intermodal freight transportation, reform of the nation’s intercity passenger rail system, transportation 
project financing, and the application of information technologies to transportation systems operations. 

Frankel was Commissioner of the Connecticut Department of Transportation from 1991 to 1995 Frankel served as a 
founding Vice Chair of the I-95 Corridor Coalition. He currently serves on the Board of Directors of the Regional Plan 
Association of New York, the Board of Directors of Cambridge Systematics, Inc., and the Board of Advisors of the 
Institute of Transportation Studies of the University of California, Los Angeles. He chaired the Transportation Research 
Board’s Committee for a Study of Potential Energy Savings and Greenhouse Gas Reductions from Transportation that 
reported in 2011 and is a National Associate of the National Research Council. Frankel was a Selectman of the Town of 
Weston, Connecticut, from 1999 to 2001. 

Frankel received his Bachelor’s Degree from Wesleyan University and his LL.B. from Harvard Law School, and was a 
Fulbright Scholar at Manchester University in the United Kingdom. From 1981 to 1984 and from 1985 to 1997 he was a 
Trustee of Wesleyan University, where he is now a Trustee Emeritus. 

State Senator Gary Holder-Winfield, D-New Haven, West Haven 
Gary Holder-Winfield was elected to represent the 10th State Senate District (New Haven & West Haven) in a special 
election held February 25, 2014, replacing former senator and now New Haven Mayor Toni Harp. Prior to that special 
election, Gary had served as a state representative for the 94th Assembly District of New Haven and Hamden since his 
election in 2008. In the House of Representatives he served as a Deputy Majority Leader and most recently sat on the 
Appropriations, Education and Judiciary committees. Senator Holder-Winfield was the lead sponsor of legislation to 
abolish the death penalty and has worked on anti-discrimination legislation as well as efforts to address issues with the 
state’s racial profiling law. Gary is also recognized as a leader on campaign finance reform/clean elections and has spent 
significant time working on the issue of education reform. Senator Holder-Winfield was formerly enlisted in the United 
States Naval nuclear power program and worked as a field advisor and manager of electrical construction for Alstom 
Power.  

His job with Alstom brought him to Connecticut, where he became involved with community issues and where he 
continues to reside with his wife Natalie in New Haven. Gary has a Bachelor of Science degree in political science from 



 

 

Southern Connecticut State University and currently works for the Connecticut State University chapter of the American 
Association of University Professors. 

Chris Jones, Vice President for Research, Regional Plan Association 
Christopher Jones directs economic, housing, transportation and urban development research for Regional Plan 
Association. Since joining RPA in 1994, he has led several multi-disciplinary initiatives to improve economic, social and 
environmental conditions in the New York-New Jersey-Connecticut region. Most recently, he managed a collaborative 
effort leading to a $3.5 million federal Sustainable Communities Regional Planning Grant on behalf of 17 cities, counties 
and planning organizations in New York and Connecticut.  

Chris has authored several reports and articles on regional development and urban policy, including a comprehensive 
analysis of metropolitan housing, development alternatives for Manhattan's Far West Side, downtown revitalization on 
Long Island, property tax reform in New Jersey, and the Economy and Workforce chapters of RPA's Third Regional Plan. 
Prior to joining RPA, he was the Special Assistant to the Deputy Mayor for Planning and Development in New York City.  

Joseph McGee, Vice President of Public Policy and Programs, Business Council of Fairfield County 
Joseph J. McGee is Vice President, Public Policy and Programs at the Business Council of Fairfield County, working 
extensively with the business community, civic organizations and government officials in the areas of economic 
development, transportation, housing, energy conservation, environment and tax and fiscal policy. His community 
leadership roles reflect his commitment to these priorities. He is currently a member of the boards of The Housing 
Development Fund, The Connecticut League of Conservation Voters and Excel Bridgeport. He served as Co-Chairman of 
the Policy Committee for Governor Dannel Malloy’s Transition Committee in late 2010 and as Co-Chair of The Two 
Storm Panel in 2011-2012. Mr. McGee recently served on The Commission on Judicial Compensation as appointment of 
Chief Justice Chase Rogers. 

Before joining The Business Council of Fairfield County, Joe was Commissioner of the Connecticut Department of 
Economic Development, Chairman of the Connecticut Development Authority and Chairman of Connecticut 
Innovations, Inc. from 1990-1994. He served as Vice President at People’s Bank between 1979 and 1990. Prior to 
joining People’s Bank, he served as Staff Director for Congressman Stewart McKinney in Washington, D.C. from 1971 to 
1978. 

Roger Reynolds, Legal Director/Director of Climate, Transportation, and Land Protection Programs, CT Fund 
for the Environment 
Roger Reynolds directs the Legal, Climate, Transportation, and Land Protection programs at CFE. He is also an adjunct 
lecturer at University of Connecticut School of Law where he established and teaches the Environmental Law Clinic and 
teaches Negotiation. Before joining CFE, Roger was an Assistant Attorney General for the State of Connecticut where he 
was lead counsel on numerous environmental, consumer protection, and antitrust cases. He clerked for Justices Palmer 
and Callahan on the Connecticut Supreme Court and received his J.D. from NYU Law School. 

Elizabeth Torres, Executive Director, Bridgeport Neighborhood Trust 
When Liz joined BNT in 2005, she was the only full-time staff member.  Nine years later, she is the executive director of 
a staff of fourteen. Prior to BNT, Liz gained experience in the affordable housing development field working for a 
national community development organization (The Community Builders) for ten years. Today, Liz leads BNT in its 
mission to strengthen Bridgeport’s neighborhoods. She is responsible for expanding its operations to include affordable 
rental housing development, property management, healthy homes, homeownership counseling and foreclosure 
prevention. Liz has been instrumental in ensuring the financial strength of the organization growing its net worth of 
$14,000 to $3,000,000 and increasing its annual operating budget from $120,000 to $2,00,000. As the chief staff 
member her primarily responsible is for achieving the organization’s mission consistent with its strategic plan.  BNT has 
developed 168 units of affordable housing, created 1000 lead safe units, and helped more than 600 families achieve 
homeownership. 


