


3 states

31 counties

783 towns 
and cities

23 million    
residents



Connecticut is 
where the New 
York region and 
New England 
connect 



www.rpa.org/fourth-
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• to create communities that are dynamic, livable and 
resilient; 

• expand the region’s economic prosperity in an equitable 
and sustainable way; 

• and reform the financial, institutional and regulatory 
structures necessary to implement smart planning 
decisions

Fourth Regional Plan Goals



Building on Existing Plans



Listening to the Region

• Survey

• Focus Groups

• Individual and 
Business 
Profiles



Using New Tools for Research and Engagement

Jobs by Car: Stamford, CT vs. New Brunswick, NJ



Using New Tools for Research and Engagement

Jobs by Transit: Stamford, CT vs. New Brunswick, NJ



How Will the Future Will Be Different from the Past?
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The tri-state region 
has made enormous strides.



In the last 20 
years, the 
region has 
gained 2.3 
million 
residents and 
1.5 million jobs, 
while growing as 
fast as the U.S. 
as a whole.



Life expectancy 
has grown much 
faster than the 
national average.
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Opportunities are limited 
for too many people.



Median incomes, 
adjusted for 
inflation, have 
dropped since 
1990 for more 
than three-
quarters of the 
region’s 
households



Access to 
education and 
other opportunities 
shaped by 
income, race and 
geography:

Orange, CT
New Haven, CT
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There is a rising crisis of 
affordability.



Declining 
incomes 
have been 
compounded by 
skyrocketing 
housing costs.
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The promise of the suburbs is 
fading.



Job growth has 
been much 
weaker in the 
suburbs and older 
cities outside of 
New York City.



Only one in four 
Connecticut 
residents believe 
their community 
will be better a 
decade from now.
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The region is increasingly 
vulnerable to disasters.



Some of 
the region’s 
most critical 
infrastructure is 
in the flood plain.
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Technological 
complexity and 
lean supply 
chains increase 
the risk of 
disruption.

bfishadow
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Our government institutions are ill-
equipped to address these 

challenges.



Both the cost and 
time it takes to 
build new 
infrastructure is 
increasing.



1 Region
3 States
31 Counties
783 Municipalities
703 School districts
175 Housing authorities
459 Fire districts
157 Business improvement districts
36 Sewer districts (data not available for NYS)

The number of 
governmental 
jurisdictions 
creates 
inefficiencies and 
make it difficult to 
reach decision.



How can we take 
advantages of 
changes in technology, 
demographics and 
culture to create a 
more prosperous, 
equitable and 
sustainable place?

Seizing Opportunities




