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Protecting Efforts to End Homelessness: 

Super-Committee Talking Points 

 
As the Joint Select Committee on Deficit Reduction, or the “super-committee,” considers its recommendations, we 

hope that it will support the federal government’s long-standing, bipartisan commitment to preventing and ending 

homelessness in the United States. 

o Homeless assistance programs are a small part of the federal budget, but are critical to many 

vulnerable Americans.  

o Funding cuts to federal homeless assistance programs will not save taxpayers money, but simply 

result in higher local and state public spending. 

 

� Prevent further cuts in discretionary spending for affordable housing and targeted homelessness 

programs.  

o Targeted homelessness assistance programs that provide the necessary housing, health care, and 

other support services, as well as affordable housing programs that prevent and end homelessness 

for the most vulnerable Americans, have already gone unfunded or experienced cuts this year and 

under caps set by the debt deal.  

o These programs can reduce public costs and help people stabilize in housing, gain independence, re-

enter the workforce, and create more opportunities for their children.  

 

� Protect Medicaid access to help reach the bipartisan goal of ending chronic homelessness.  

o Medicaid allows homeless people with the most severe physical and behavioral health disabilities 

access the services they need to get off the streets and stabilize their lives in housing.  

o Significant Medicaid cuts will increase hospital inpatient and emergency room use, limit access to 

preventive health services, increase costs for crisis care, and shift these increased costs to local 

government, states, and providers.  

 

� Preserve low-income, safety net programs through a balanced approach to deficit reduction. 

o Key safety net programs like TANF and SSI provide income, employment, and other supports to low-

income people, playing a key role in efforts to prevent and end homelessness for the most vulnerable 

Americans. 

o The Low Income Housing Tax Credit and New Markets Tax Credits are two of the most structurally 

important programs for the production and rehabilitation of housing for the homeless.  These credits 

bring private market discipline, and in a recent year supported about 150,000 jobs and added 

approximately $1.5 billion in taxes and other revenues to local economies.   

o The Committee’s deficit reduction plan must include revenue strategies in order to avoid decimating 

key safety net programs that enable local communities to prevent and end homelessness. 

o In the event that the super-committee fails to produce $1.2 trillion in deficit reduction, many critical 

programs for poor, homeless, and at-risk families and individuals will not be protected by an 

exemption from sequestration. 


