
Connecticut’s 100-Day Challenge
To End Youth Homelessness

On May 1, 2019, organizations across Connecticut launched a statewide effort to house as many youth and young adults 
as possible within 100 days. The 100-Day Challenge to End Youth Homelessness in Connecticut, the first statewide effort of 
its kind, brought together advocates, service organizations, philanthropic funders, and state agencies in a comprehensive 
effort to achieve Connecticut’s goal of ending homelessness among youth and young adults by 2020.

The 100-Day Challenge was a massive success, with 397 youth and young adults housed and new connections 
forged in each community. During the same period of time, the number of Connecticut youth experiencing homelessness (as 
measured by the By-Name List) decreased by 15%. Local and regional organizations made crucial connections with state 
agencies and other service providers in their areas, and new partners were engaged as a result of the challenge.

What 
We 
Did

Greater Hartford placed an emphasis on 
diversion from homelessness. Going forward, 
they are looking to connect with landlords in 
the area to build a stronger pipeline toward 
rental housing.

Fairfield County embarked on an ambitious 
public outreach campaign, using Facebook to 
make connections and update the public on 
their progress. Their Facebook page currently 
has 271 followers.

Greater New Haven engaged in a number of 
community outreach events, including a youth 
cookout in July. They partnered with 
employment providers in the community to 
secure jobs for youth served.

Meriden, Middlesex & Wallingford (MMW) 
focused on making connections between 
sectors and within the local community. They 
worked to make youth and young adults more 
aware of the services in their region.

Southeast participated in community events to 
spread awareness of youth homelessness and 
the services available in the region. They also 
made connections with mental health 
services, the Department of Children and 
Families, and local educators.

Waterbury/Litchfield engaged youth with 
lived experience of homelessness as part of 
their regional team. They also placed a focus 
on connecting all youth in need to mental 
health services.

The 
Teams

Next 
Steps

The 100-Day Challenge was a major success in Connecticut’s work to end youth homelessness, and we look to continue 
this progress in 2020 and beyond. Most importantly, we will apply the lessons learned from the 100-Day Challenge to 
our future work. Critical areas of focus include regional partnerships with youth with lived experience, 
identifying system gaps, and breaking down silos by engaging partners across systems.

Central collaborated with towns and cities in 
their region, including securing the support of 
the Mayors of New Britain and Bristol. They 
prioritized a financial literacy program to 
ensure sustainable progress for youth.


