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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  

CSH Awards The Connecticut AIDS Resource Coalition, in Collaboration with the Partnership for Strong 
Communities’ Reaching Home Campaign, with Social Innovation Fund Subgrant to Create Healthy Futures  

Through Supportive Housing in Connecticut 
 

[March 5, 2012]– The Connecticut AIDS Resource Coalition, in collaboration with the Partnership for Strong 
Communities’ Reaching Home Campaign have been awarded a Social Innovation Fund subgrant from CSH 
(Corporation for Supportive Housing) to fund innovative solutions that link supportive housing and healthcare. The 
funded project, Connecticut Integrated Healthcare & Housing Neighborhoods, is one of four pilot programs selected 
by CSH to participate in a national effort to demonstrate that the integration of housing, care management and health 
services is effective in improving health outcomes for the vulnerable men and women caught in a revolving door of 
hospitals, emergency rooms, detox and other crisis health services. CSH’s Social Innovation Fund grant comes from 
the Corporation for National and Community Service and will be matched by philanthropic partners.  
 
“CSH is thrilled to support this statewide effort to integrate housing, care management and health care to improve 

health while lowering public costs among 160 high utilizers of crisis health services. The initiative serves as a model 

for how organizations can come together across silos and sectors to enact a more cost-effective solution for the 

state’s most vulnerable men and women,” says Richard Cho, CSH Director of Innovations and Research.  

The multi-year project, funded by a $400,000 annual subgrant, will house and provide patient-centered health care to 

160 individuals and will join a national learning collaborative with three other pilot programs being carried out in San 

Francisco, Los Angeles and Washtenaw County, MI, spurring the creation of a new generation of health care workers 

equipped to address the complex health needs of the most vulnerable individuals. Connecticut Integrated Healthcare 

& Housing Neighborhoods will benefit from CSH’s national expertise and receive technical assistance and training. 

CSH will help create unique partnerships between community health and housing systems, to engage policymakers 

and to build an innovative model that can be replicated, extending the benefits far beyond the initial tenants. 

 

“The interaction between housing instability, homelessness, and complex health conditions often results in the 

frequent use of costly emergency health services, like detox and emergency departments, as well as avoidable and 

prolonged inpatient hospitalizations. Our funded project will build upon Connecticut’s success with supportive 

housing as central to the statewide approach to ending chronic homelessness, and will create a health home 

outreach model linking primary care, behavioral healthcare and supportive housing,” says John Merz, Executive 

Director of The Connecticut AIDS Resource Coalition. 

 

About Connecticut AIDS Resource Coalition (CARC) 

The Connecticut AIDS Resource Coalition is a statewide coalition of organizations that provide services to people 

living with HIV/AIDS in Connecticut. Additionally, CARC is an active member in efforts to end homelessness in 

Connecticut, including serving on the Reach Home Campaign Steering Committee. 

 

 

http://www.nationalservice.gov/innovation


About Partnership for Strong Communities’ Reaching Home Campaign  

The Partnership is Connecticut’s thought leader and policy advocacy organization focused on fostering vibrant 

communities, eliminating homelessness and creating homes. The Partnership creates and promotes proven solutions 

for homelessness, supportive and affordable housing, and community development by connecting key state and 

federal policymakers, local officials, corporate leaders and non-for-profit organizations so that public and private 

resources can be wisely used to affect positive changes in policies that make Connecticut’s communities better 

places to live and work.  

 

Reaching Home is the campaign to build the political and civic will to prevent and end homelessness in Connecticut 

and is the leadership structure for planning and oversight of Opening Doors-Connecticut, a framework to end 

homelessness in Connecticut, modeled after the federal Opening Doors plan to end homelessness. The Reaching 

Home Campaign is guided by a Steering Committee and staffed by the Partnership for Strong Communities. 

 

About Corporation for Supportive Housing 

For over 20 years, CSH has led the national supportive housing movement. We help communities throughout the 

country transform how they address homelessness and improve people’s lives. CSH develops innovative program 

models, provides research-backed tools and training, offers development expertise, and collaborates on public policy 

and systems reform. And, CSH is a certified community development financial institution (CDFI). We make it easier 

to create and operate high-quality affordable housing linked to services. To date, CSH has made over $300 million in 

loans and grants, and has been a catalyst for over 150,000 units of supportive housing. For more information, visit 

csh.org.  

 

About the Social Innovation Fund 

The Social Innovation Fund is an initiative of the Corporation for National and Community Service that improves the 

lives of people in low-income U.S. communities. Through an innovative public-private partnership, the Social 

Innovation Fund and selected local and national grantmakers co-invest in programs that increase the scale of 

community-based solutions that have evidence of real impact in the areas of youth development, economic 

opportunity or healthy futures. Every federal dollar invested is matched with private funds, and all programs are 

rigorously evaluated. As a result, the most effective approaches can be expanded to reach more people in need and 

key lessons can be captured and broadly shared. To learn more visit NationalService.gov/Innovation 

 

About the Corporation for National and Community Service 

The Corporation for National and Community Service is a federal agency that engages more than five million 

Americans in service through its Senior Corps, AmeriCorps, and Learn and Serve America programs, and leads 

President Obama's national call to service initiative, United We Serve. For more information, visit 

NationalService.gov. 
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