
Health Care, Housing & Homelessness 
Integrating Systems 
Thursday, June 25, 2015 
The Lyceum, Hartford, CT 

 

Speaker Bios 
Betsy Branch, Corporation for Supportive Housing (@CSHInfo) 

Betsy Mahaffey Branch leads the Corporation for Supportive Housing’s work in Connecticut as 
Associate Director of CSH New England. Her focus areas include housing and healthcare systems 
integration, innovative service delivery and funding models, and collaborating on ending and 
preventing chronic homelessness in Connecticut. Betsy’s work at CSH is informed by her previous 
experience as direct-service provider with highly vulnerable individuals experiencing homelessness, 
and her earlier work as an educator. 

Carl Schiessl, Connecticut Hospital Association (@cthosp) 

At the Connecticut Hospital Association, Carl advises hospitals and other healthcare institutions 
on all legislative and regulatory matters, with special emphasis on patient care regulation and 
mental health and substance abuse prevention issues. He has been a principal spokesperson for 
the hospital industry with state and federal agencies and other oversight entities on an array of 
healthcare issues. Carl was elected to the Connecticut House of Representatives six times, and he 
also worked in the Connecticut State Senate for six years. Carl is presently a member of the 
adjunct faculty at the University of Connecticut School of Law, teaching legislative process and 
instructing a legislative clerkship clinic. 

Catherine Rees, Middlesex Hospital 

Catherine Rees, MPH, is the Director of Community Benefit at Middlesex Hospital in Middletown, 
CT. She joined Middlesex Hospital as an Administrative Fellow in 2006, jointly completing her 
fellowship along with a position in Community Benefit and Service Excellence. As Director of 
Community Benefit, her responsibilities include oversight of the Hospital’s community benefit 
program, community health needs assessment and implementation plan, and liaison for 
community collaboration. Ms. Rees holds a bachelor’s degree from Mount Holyoke College and 
received a master’s in Public Health from Yale University, with a concentration in Health 
Management. Prior to entering the field of healthcare, she was Director of Operations in a CT 
based retirement planning firm.  

 



 

Alison Cunningham, Columbus House, Inc. (@columbushouseCT) 

Columbus House, Inc. opened its doors in 1981to serve people who are homeless or at risk of 
homelessness by providing shelter and housing and by fostering their personal growth. Alison 
Cunningham’s relationship with Columbus House goes back almost thirty years to 1987, when 
she served as the Shelter Manager. Although she left in 1989 to pursue other career goals, she 
remained active within the organization, serving on the Board of Directors until 1996. In 1998 Ms. 
Cunningham began her tenure as the Executive Director of Columbus House, which she continues 
in today.  

Under Cunningham’s leadership, Columbus House has shifted its focus from managing 
homelessness to finding the solutions to end it. The agency now supports over 300 people in 
permanent supportive housing across the state, has a robust Rapid Re-Housing program and 
integrative services that help people regain their independence. In October 2013, Columbus 
House opened the first state-funded Respite program, serving 12 people who are homeless in a 
recuperative care setting. These and other focused initiatives provide intensive services that help 
people move out of homelessness.  

Lisa Bahadosingh, Supportive Housing Works 

Lisa Bahadosingh is the Community Liaison for Regional Initiatives at Supportive Housing 
Works. After leading the Bridgeport Housing First Collaborative Team for 4 years, she is now 
working to replicate this model throughout Fairfield County in an effort to end chronic 
homelessness. She has convened community providers around numerous initiatives including the 
first Youth Count in CT to identify homeless and unstably housed youth, the Community Care 
Team Forum, and the Action Planning Sessions for the Health and Housing Initiative. She conducts 
trainings on evidence-based interventions and best practices throughout Fairfield County. She is 
also very involved with the Social Innovation Fund Program and provides patient navigation 
services to ensure stable housing and health for a very vulnerable population of people. 

Elizabeth Grim, Partnership for Strong Communities (@pschousing) 

Elizabeth Grim is a Policy Analyst for the Reaching Home Campaign at the Partnership for Strong 
Communities. She is responsible for researching, analyzing, and working with partners to develop 
policy recommendations for ending homelessness in Connecticut. Elizabeth previously served as 
an Evaluation Assistant with the Curtis Center Program Evaluation Group and as the Program 
Director for Wayfarers’ House of Meeting Ground, a shelter for women and children experiencing 
homelessness. Elizabeth has a Masters in Social Work and a Masters in Public Health from the 
University of Michigan. 

 


